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Brendan Fowler: 30, it sewms hike the project has grown
a great deal bevond your inttial concept. What were &
first hoptng to accompliah?

Zach Mozer When we first starred, we

specific long-term geals, Our frst goal wa

service 10 the community that would be a

of the community, We had a hypothesis tha

the tosls for people to A% ther own bikes :
opportumty for ks o earn hikes and left the rest of th
format open, a varicty of people from the neigh

would find the shop accessihle and start making

their own. Can You improve a :|1-:'||.1]1]|II1'|'|n|||‘| E 1

of the kids i that neighborbussd withou IMposing «
own culiweal values™ We thought that the bike activts
might be a medinm that could aceomplizh ths

BF: And then bow did things build from there?

£ From the got-go, the Bike Shop was o hig sucress
It waa full whenever we opened and adulte and ks
alike wers uging the services in many different wayvs
W wire epusite happy with the suceess of the shop, b
through our interactions we saw just how hard the lives
of same of our participants were. We also saow many

of them get mto sertous trouhle—getting kcked out of
school and going to jail. Dur bike programs were nal
enough 1o hold these kids” attention and to help keep
them from petting caught up in negative activibies

Sa, through cosversations with the kds and working
within cur other isderesis we decided 10 add more
programs pearced fowards teens. The firet new shop was
the Chopper Shop. where we teach welding and metal
{abricaion, and stude can build chopper and low. ruder
bikes. We then ndded ebie Bear Shap, with famlities for
muate production, Ding, nnd eecording: and the Sevle
Shop, with silkeerven and fashion desdign studios, Our
mast recent addition 13 the Scholar Shap that we
started o give our students academie support. Each

of the shaps is based on the same premise of provedmg
hands-on projecte that help make education accessible
and relevam.

BF: Were you surprised by the support you received?

ZM: 1 think. more than surprnsed, we are constantly
amazed and grateful. We have worked really hard io
gvt to where we are pow, and » kot of wonderful people
have helped us n greae deal. Houston is a great cizy
that supports o ot of great projects of sur size, and we
were hopang thae would be the case when we moved
down here.

BF: | heard that you were ariginally from Houston and
left, returning just 1o stiart the program and bringing

a few people with vou 1o help, How did the program
imtially stare?

ZM: T left Houston to go to school in Ohio. not at all
knowing wht | wanted to do. While there, [ becams
involved in community projects and eventually begar
leading progects of my own. While we were in Ohso a1
Dherlin College, the collaborative group that |
Warkshop Houston came tagether 10 start 2 ¥
relebration ealled The Rig Parade. We received a g
deal of recagnition for this event, and from that g
funded to come down to Houston 10 #1art the Bik.
Shop with a fellowship from the Compt

We did not neeessarily some to Houstor

was fram here, We nll koew that we didn't wa

miove to the citiee that all of the other liberal a
school praduates were moving to. We w

looking For o ey that weuld really ne

of projpects, [but had] ensugh money to sup

projects. Houston it these geals perfect s

worked oul wonderfully

BF: How many people are working'volounsesning

ZM: We have grown a lot over the las
summer. we had 10 emplovees runn
programs and working en building reson
around 10 regular volunteers helpin
shope. We alio have a lorge group of 1
than 100 people) who come to help with v
or time-to-time projects

BF: How many peaple run each "shog
ZM: Two or three people run each shog

depending on the shop. This su
ns
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