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TOOLS FOR BUCCESS
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HEAD OVER WHEELS: Zerrick Lockett, 12, decides how to tighten a rear tire while working at the Third Ward Community Bike Center.

Third Ward bike center teaches
youths skills, a sense of community

Shop puts a spin
on helping others

Since 2003, the nonprofit at 3615
Sauer has provided people space and
tools to repair their bicycles. At least
S EDRICK Walker got alessonof  two center workers provide

By DALE LEZON

HOUSTON CHRONICLE

a lifetime when he recently assistance.
stopped at the Third Ward People use the workstands,
Community Bike Center to get his wrenches, screwdrivers and other
vintage bicycle back on the road. 10015 for free.
. Hethought he'd pay workersto______The center charges between 50 _
fix his bike. But it turned out that he  cents and $10 for recycled and new
had to work on it himself with the cables, wheels, tubes, tires, rims,
center's tools and parts. forks, spokes, pedals, cranks, gears,
“They told me, “We'll teach youto  chains and other parts.
fix it up,’ " said Walker, 21. “1 told The center's open to all ages, but
them, ‘I've got plenty of time to maost of the people who stop by are ) :
learn.' This is better than paying at children who amble in to hang out
another shop, because I learn at the  with friends and help the staff clean ~ SMILES TO GO: Zerrick Lockett leaves the Third Ward
same tima. " Piease see BIKES, Page 85 community Bike Center on a bicycle he helped repair.

THIRD WARD COMMUNITY BIKE CENTER

What Who .~ Hours Contact them
Neonprofit at 3615 Sauer Started by four friends 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Monday | 713-807-7911,
that gives people space and wanting to continue college and Wednesday; llam.to4 : www.thirdwardbikes.org or
tools to repair their bicycles tradition of volunteerism p.m. Saturday contact@thirdwardbikes.org
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