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SERVING THIRD WARD,
ONE BIKEAT ATIME

Third Ward bike center offers safe place for children to develop practical skills

v JOHNNY PENA
THE DAILY COUGAR

Third Ward residents now have
a one-stop bicyele repair shop that
doubles as a community center,
offering programs aimed at es
lablishing self-sufficiency skills
at a positive haven in the historic
neighborhood.

*The whole idea of the bike shop
{5 to provide hands-on skill build-
ing. It's for (the children's) self-es-
teem, so they can learn o fix their
own bikes and feel proud of that,”
Katy Goodman, the shop's coordi-
nator, said. “It’s basically a center
where people could meet up, like

a gathering place, where there is
always adults who care.”

The Third Ward Communiry
Bike Center, located at 3615 Sauer
5t., provides programs such as
Earn-a-Bike, where patrons sal-
vage parts from inoperative bicy-
cles. In return they are allowed 1o
build and keep their own bicycle.

Dismantling and putting togeth-
er bicycles is a way for children to
develop thinking skills, Goodman
said.

"What's nice about bikes is that
they're a litlle bit complicated.
They are a really great medium
for kids to learn a lol,” she said.
“It’s all very intuitive. If you spend

enough time thinking about how a
bike works and examining it, you
can figure it out.”

The Third Ward Community
Bike Center celebrated the apening
of its new location Sawurday with
an afiernoon of food, music and,
of course, bicycles. The shop was
relocated to a more central part
of Third Ward, but Goodman still
expects the same capacity for the
new area.

“The old shop was always
packed. It's going to take a little
while for people to find us here
and get back on track,” Goodman
said.

The repair shop was established

Shop Coordinator Katy Goodman and Quavadis Taylor, 11, work on a bicycle at the
Third Ward Community Bike Center near the UH campus, The center offers community
members the opportunity to learn skills while repairing their own bikes or building
them from salvaged parts, | Mina Tabatabal/The Daily Congar

by Goodman, 27, Seth Capron, 26,
Benjy Mason, 26, and Zach Moser
in 2003. The idea came from a sim-

ilar program they were involved
with at Oberlin College in Ohio.
*» BIKE continues on Page T
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